
 

Lane County Climate Advisory Committee 
November 16th, 2021 4 PM – 6 PM 

GoToWebinar 
Members Present: Sarah Altemus-Pope, David Eisler, Tao Orion, Eloise Parish-Mueller, Rob Zako  

Members Absent: Commissioner Joe Berney, Maya Buchanan, Dr. M Jackson 

Lane County Staff: Mark Nystrom, Cody Kleinsmith 

Mark Nystrom called the meeting to order and introductions were made. 
 
Action Item –the October meeting minutes were approved. 
October Minutes 

- Motioned by: Sarah Altemus Pope 
- Seconded by: Rob Zako 
- Vote: 5 Aye’s 

 
Public Comment   
 Michael Allen 

- Is involved in the Florence Climate Emergency Campaign (working to get the Council to 
recognize the climate emergency in the community) and involved with the Oregon Climate 
Elder’s Chapter as the leader. Mike discussed his status on the Parks Advisory Committee as a 
sort of liaison to the CAC. He reported on an educational event held in Florence at the port of 
the Siuslaw and had some wonderful speakers. He is also working through the climate 
emergency campaign with the Siuslaw Schools to get kids engaged with climate and change.  

o Response from Mark Nystrom: Someone locally reached out to us about two-stroke leaf 
blowers and the pollution they generate. A question is has anyone brought that concern 
up to the Parks Advisory Committee. 
 Response from Michael Allen: No, in the two years I’ve been there I haven’t 

heard any discussions about that. 
 
Leadership Discussion (10 minutes)  
The CAC discussed the lack of chair and co-chair. The committee agreed that since the committee is 
down a few members that they would prefer to wait until the January meeting to elect new leadership. 
All members discussed that they are all feeling stretched thin and do not have the capacity to take on a 
leadership role. 
 
Draft Regional Transportation Plan Update   
Rob Zako walked the CAC through a presentation on the Central Lane Regional Transportation Plan. A 
copy of this presentation is available on the CAC Meeting Materials Webpage. 
 

 Climate Advisory Committee 
 Moving the County’s Climate Agenda Forward 

https://p1cdn4static.civiclive.com/UserFiles/Servers/Server_3585797/File/Government/County%20Departments/County%20Administration/Climate%20Action%20Plan/Zako%20Lane%20County%20CAC%20Central%20Lane%20RTP%202021-11-16.pdf


 
Discussion 
There was a discussion about the RTP presentation which included: 

1. Constraints on funding—the funding is provided by the federal government and is based on the 
local transportation plans. 

2. Timeline—why are they moving so quickly: there is a federal deadline for an LTD project. 
3. Improving plans—why are the local transportation plans outdated? Seems like political will and 

politics. 
4. Changing timing of feedback—Is there a problem changing deadlines? Seems to be federally 

mandated.  
5. Central Lane RTP impacts on other county projects—there is no impact on other county projects 

if this package does not get passed. 
6. Who makes these decisions? The Metropolitan Policy Committee members are the decision 

makers. 
7. Should we create a simply worded statement asking for more time for evaluation? Yes—it was 

agreed to send a message that is group edited through emails. The statement ended sent to 
Commissioners Buch and Berney was: 
The Lane County Climate Advisory Committee (CAC) supports the Central Lane MPO in asking for 
more time to conduct their evaluation of the draft Regional Transportation Plan Update. In Lane 
County the transportation sector is the largest source of Greenhouse Gas (GHG) emissions, and it 
is the opinion of the CAC that not enough consideration for climate and sustainability was made 
in this current plan update. The projects described in the plan would increase vehicle miles 
travelled and vehicle congestion, which are two large sources of the GHG emissions created by 
the transportation sector. Because of the significance of the transportation sector to the climate 
aspirations of Lane County, it is critical that all investments into the sector are evaluated 
thoroughly through a climate lens. Failure to do so would be a significant misstep in the eyes of 
this committee. It is the belief of the CAC that, if possible, additional time and considerations are 
necessary to accomplish transportation related climate goals, and the committee is in full 
support of a move to delay or adjust the plan accordingly.   

 
 
  
Discussion—lessons learned, next steps, communication with the Board  
The group discussed how recommendations are presented to the Board. Mark mentioned that it is his 
responsibility to pass on recommendations to the Board. However, in recommendations that require 
funding, such as hiring a forestry staff person, that he needs to do research to determine how these 
recommendations can be funded. 
 
There was a discussion about whether all recommendations needed to go all the way to the Board and 
Mark replied that recommendations can be made directly to staff. However, staff would not be 
obligated to respond to the recommendation. A concern was raised about staff not being fully informed 
about CAC concerns and Mark mentioned that good communication will be important to see these ideas 
implemented. 
 
A discussion was raised about what would happen if the staff disagreed with the recommendations from 
the CAC—would they still present the recommendation to the Board? Mark said that they would still 
make the recommendation but would also explain staff’s opposition. 



 
The group then talked about creating better channels of communication between the Board and the 
CAC. Mark reminded the group about an annual update in January and suggested that the CAC create an 
annual report. Additionally, Mark offered the CAC to include an update in the monthly newsletter.  

 
Dave Eisler stated his interest in inviting the commissioners and the CAC  to participate in an eco-
forestry tour.  
 
The CAC decided to meet in December and discuss the CAP document and take a look at the workplan to 
see what we have accomplished and what still needs attention. There was talk about how to update the 
workplan for 2022. Mark stated he would send out a review of the 2021 Workplan. 

 
The meeting was adjourned at 6 PM.  
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